RETURN TO CONGRESS             219

received from electors in violation of the regis-
try law of Iowa, and that sixty other votes were
cast in another township in the same county in
violation of the same law. General Weaver
denied all these allegations, and charged that
there were "some 50 illegal votes cast for the
contestant; that some of the persons casting
these votes were bribed and others were colon-
ized from adjacent regions of the country".
Since the majority for Weaver was only sixty-
seven votes, these charges, if sustained, would
have deprived him of his seat.

The committee of the House of Bepresenta-
tives reported that, after careful examination
of the evidence, they had excluded from the
vote of the contestee sixteen ballots as illegal,
and from the vote of the contestant "some 35
ballots" for the same reason. According to
the opinion of the committee "the sole question
involved in the contest" related "to the affi-
davits upon which more than 200 voters were
allowed to vote." The question was "purely a
legal one", and depended upon "the proper
construction of the registry law of the State of
Iowa.''

In one of the townships where the registry
board was Eepublican, the evidence disclosed
"clearly that there was an attempt to manipu-
late improperly the registry-list for the pur-
pose of depriving Democratic electors'' of their